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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


oo 


HE old trouble caused by local authorities levying rates on Public 
Libraries has been coming to the fore in several places lately. 
There is usually a great deal of discussion, but little is done to 
clear the ground. It has been decided that Public Libraries ave liable 
to be assessed for local rates, and no amount of talking will alter that 
position at present. But something can be done to try to induce the 
local authorities to abandon their present endeavour to “ bring every- 
thing into line” (as some of them have it) by making Public Libraries 
pay full rates. While it is perfectly legal to make Public Libraries pay 
these rates, yet it does not seem to be understood clearly that the local 
assessment committees have full discretion in the application of this 
legal power. They have the power to assess fully, nominally, or not 
at all. We put this emphatically because some of the statements we 
have seen indicate that there is a belief in certain districts that the rates 
must be levied. Now the payment of full or any large proportion of 
local rates is a serious item in the limited expenditure of a Public 
Library ; and at the same time it is a negligible addition to the general 
income of a locality. In other words, this sum of money is a mere 
drop in the bucket to the locality as a whole, while it may mean all the 
difference between efficiency and stagnation to the Public Library. 
From a purely business point of view it seems somewhat futile to levy a 
certain limited amount of money for the maintenance of a Public 
Library, and then to cripple that institution by diverting a portion of 
that money in the direction of sewers, roads, or any of the other 
departments of municipal activity, none of which is similarly limited in 
its expenditure. What has to be done therefore, is to emphasize the 
permissive nature of powers of the local assessment committees, and to 
try and obtain either exemption from rates, or at most a nominal 
assessment. 


WuaT may be termed unconscious aesthetics have a good deal of 
influence upon the lower grades of humanity, and this may be turned 
to good purpose in forming a new Public Library, especially as regards 
the building. A large, dignified room has the curious effect of keeping 
away the casual reader who neither toils nor spins, and yet is an 
inducement to the serious reader. A mean-looking room, on the other 
hand, has the opposite effect. The exterior of a building, again, has a 
great influence: a handsome building being a splendid advertisement 
and an attraction ; while a shoddy one of the “ Mary Ann” type of 
architecture acts as a deterrent so far as readers are concerned, and an 
invitation to the less desirable kinds of frequenters. ‘Then again the 
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stock of books is always much more carefully handled by readers, 
particularly juvenile readers, if it is kept fresh and clean and physi- 
cally pleasing. And on the other hand a book that shows signs of 
dilapidation will be given short shrift by either adult or juvenile 
(particularly juvenile!) reader. Many other ways in which this 
sub-conscious feeling of respect influences the public will come to 
mind readily ; and little consideration is needed to convince library 
authorities of the need of doing things well in order that they may 
be used well. 


A BRITISH LIBRARY ITINERARY. 
By James Durr Brown. 


II. 


YORK CENTRE. 


SHEFFIELD, YORKSHIRE (454,653). Central Library, Surrey Street. 
Seven branches, eight delivery stations in various parts of the City, 
organised on somewhat old-fashioned lines. Indicator methods of 
charging. Librarian: Samuel Smith. There is an interesting library 
connected with the University called the Edgar Allen Library, opened 
in 1907. There are also the Mappin Art Gallery and the Ruskin 
Museum. 

BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE (288,505). Public Library, Darley Street. 
Twenty-two branches. There 1s a special collection of Yorkshire books. 
Card charging is the method of issue. Cartwright Memorial Hall is a 
rate-supported museum and art gallery. Librarian and curator: Butler 
Wood. There are several other libraries in the town. 


Leeps, YORKSHIRE (445,568). Central building forms part of 
the Municipal buildings, and comprises the usual departments. There 
are twenty-one branches and three evening reading rooms. The borough 
of Leeds, like Bradford, covers a very large area. Librarian: Thos. W. 
Hand. In Leeds there is an art gallery and museum, and it is the 
head-quarters of the Yorkshire Union Village Library, which supplies 
villages in Yorkshire with boxes of books. Other institutions are 
the Leeds Institute of Science, Art, and Literature, Cookeridge Street. 
Librarian : Arthur Tait. 

Hut, YorKsH1RE (284,502). Central Public Library, Albion 
Street. There are four branches, and the method of charging is by 
means of indicators. ‘The whole of the book-binding is done on the 
library premises. Librarian : William F. Lawton. 
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HARROGATE, YORKSHIRE (33,706). Public Library in Victoria 
Avenue. A new building recently adapted to the Open Access system. 
Librarian: Geo. W. Byers. This is a very fine health resort, and its 
baths are celebrated throughout the world. It is also situated in the 
midst of the Yorkshire Moors, and is very picturesque and healthy. 


York (82,500). Public Library housed in an adapted building 
with indicator for lending charging, and partial open access in reference 
department. Librarian: Arthur H. Furnish. ‘There is an art gallery 
anda museum. The cathedral, York Minster, is one of the finest 
ecclesiastical buildings in England, and has a library reputed to number 
20,000 volumes. This can generally be seen by visitors. York, like 
Chester, has portions of the ancient walls in good preservation. It is also 
an important railway centre. The city and its surroundings are full of 
historical associations. 


MIDDLESBROUGH, YORKSHIRE (104,787). The Public Library is 
housed in the new Carnegie building, arranged for open access to 
non-fiction. ‘The Subject classification is used in the lending department. 
There are two newsrooms apart from the central building, and there is 
also the Dorman Memorial Museum. Librarian and curator: Baker 
Hudson. 


DuruamM (17,550). There is no municipal library here, but the 
Cathedral itself and the library attached to it are well worth a visit. 
There is also a library in the University buildings, and Mechanics’ 
Institute, open to subscribers only. This city is well worth a visit, if 
only for its important historical associations. 


SUNDERLAND, DuRHAM (151,162). Public Libraries, Art Gallery, 
and Museum are all situated in one fine building in the Borough Road, 
among nicely laid out gardens. There are three branch libraries, and 
all these and the central are arranged for open access, with the Dewey 
classification. Branch libraries are established, designed for oversight 
from a central position. Librarian and curator: J. Charlton Deas. 


GATESHEAD, DurHAM (116,928). Public Library building, 
Swinburne Street. Lending charging cards for non-fiction, indicator for 
fiction. Obliterates betting news from newspapers. Librarian: H. E. 
Johnston. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, NORTHUMBERLAND (226,671). — Public 
Libraries: Central library and four branch buildings. Open access with 
classification in branches ; Central library, indicator charging, Dewey 
classification in use. Has a very fine collection of Bewick’s works in the 
Central Reference Library. A busy and progressive library system, well 
worth visiting. Librarian: Basil Anderton, B.A. 


TYNEMOUTH, NORTHUMBERLAND (58,822). This is a popular 
watering place, sometimes called North Shields. The lending library 
has an indicator with partial open access, and the reference department 
has open shelves. Has a fine collection of engravings. Librarian: 
Alfred Hair. 


ne 
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EDINBURGH CENTRE. 


Most of the Scotch libraries are organised on old-fashioned lines, 
but nevertheless, a good deal is to be seen in them. Edinburgh 
(320,315), like London, Oxford, and Cambridge, is full of libraries, and 
it will only be possible to indicate a few of the most important. 
Public Library, Central building, George IV. Bridge, and branch 
buildings, some of them containing rooms for games, like draughts and 
dominoes. An indicator is used for charging in the lending department, 
and application forms in the reference department. There are ladies’ and 
children’s rooms at the central library. Librarian: Hew Morrison, LL.D. 

A very important library is the Advocates’ Library founded in 1682. 
It contains about halfa million volumes and is entitled to receive a 
copy of everything published in the United Kingdom under the 
provisions of the Copyright Acts. It ought to be open to the public on 
account of this, but permission to view it is easily obtained from the 
librarian or his staff. Librarian: W. K. Dickson. 

Signet Library, Edinburgh, is mainly a law library, but has some 
fine historical and topographical collections. The main hall is a 
beautifully proportioned room well worth a visit. Librarian : John 
Minto, M.A. 


University Library is well worth a visit. Librarian: F. C. 
Nicholson, M.A. 


DUNFERMLINE, FiFE (28,103). The birthplace of Andrew 
Carnegie. A great centre of the linen industry. The Carnegie Public 
Library was first opened in 1883, and was the first library to be erected 
by Andrew Carnegie. Since then the library has been very much 
enlarged, and there are now three branches. The library takes part in 
the activities of the Carnegie Trust, and has been reorganised within 
recent years. There are school libraries, children’s rooms, and reading 
circles. Librarian : W. Munro Mackenzie. 

Idunfermline Abbey is well worth a visit, as also are the pleasure 
grounds laid out by the Carnegie Trust. Cross from Edinburgh by the 
Forth Bridge. 


St. ANDREWS’, Fire. (7,851). ‘There is no municipal library 
here, but there is a very fine University Library founded in 1612. 
Students have no difficulty in getting permission to use the library, but 
otherwise it is only for the use of members of the University. 
Librarian : James Maitland Anderson. 

The ruins of the Castle, and the Golf Links are well worth visiting. 


Dunper, Forrar. (165,006). The Public Library is situated in 
the Albert Institute, along with the art gallery. The lending charging 
is done by means of a special indicator (Kennedy), and the reference 
department has several special collections, particularly Scottish music, 
and Dundee. There are five branches and a large central reading 
room, erected with money given by Andrew Carnegie. Librarian : 
A. H. Millar, LL.D. 
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Dundee is the centre of the jute manufacture, and is connected 
with Fife by the celebrated Tay Bridge. The country round about is 
very fine. There are several seaside resorts close at hand. 


Montrose, Forrar. (10,973). Public Library provided with 
the usual departments, and worked on the open access system, being 
the only municipal library of the kind in Scotland. Librarian: James 
Christison. 


ABERDEEN. (163,084). Public Library situated in a fine building 
near the Art Gallery. A special indicator is used for the lending 
department, which also performs the functions of a catalogue. The 
children’s reading room has open access. ‘There are some fine 
collections, local and other. There are four branch reading rooms. 
Librarian: G. M. Fraser. There are two fine University Libraries, 
King’s College, in old Aberdeen, and Marischal College, both of these 
are very beautiful and are well worth inspection. 

Aberdeen is a city which ought on no account to be overlooked, 
as it is one of the finest situated cities in the United Kingdom. It is 
built of Aberdeen granite, and is very substantial and imposing in its 
effect. Union Street is one of the most dignified thoroughfares in the 
world. 


PerTH. (35,851). The Municipal Library is situated in the 
Sandeman building, which is rather nicely designed. The lending 
department method is an indicator, and the reference room, application 
forms. It has a picture gallery, a children’s room, and other activities. 
Librarian: James Craigie. 


Giascow. (About 1,000,000). Situated in three counties. 
There are many valuable libraries in this city, but the Public Libraries 
are the most important. The Mitchell Library (1877) is housed in a 
handsome new building in North Street, and contains many valuable 
collections, such as Glasgow, Local Printing, Burns, Scottish Poetry, &c. 
There are seventeen branch libraries, and in addition, the old Stirling 
and Glasgow Public Library has been converted into a Central Lending 
Department. The methods of working in general are indicator for 
Fiction and cards for Non-Fiction in the lending libraries, quick- 
reference collections in all the reading rooms, and application forms in 
the Mitchell Reference Library. ‘There is a complete set of printed 
catalogues for the branches. Some of the branch libraries have a 
room for women, and one for boys and girls. 

This library and its system is the most important in Scotland. 
Librarian : Francis ‘T. Barrett. 

INSTIUTE, 153, West Regent Street, was opened as a 
free public reference library in 1887. It contains a very good selection 
of general literature and is housed in an old church. Librarian: 
J. C. Ewing. 

University Lisrary, in University building, Gilmorehill, over- 
looking the West-End or Kelvingrove Park, is very valuable and contains 
nearly a quarter-of-a-million volumes and manuscripts. Librarian : 
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James L. Galbraith, who will no doubt arrange for librarian visitors to 
be shown over the collection. Glasgow University is a magnificent 
pile of buildings, designed by the late Sir Gilbert Scott, and is a very 
prominent land-mark in the city. 

Glasgow is a centre for Tourists to the West Highlands, with 
extraordinary cheap facilities for steamboat and combined steamboat 
and railway trips. ‘The Cathedral is well worth visiting. 


PaIsLeY, RENFREWSHIRE (84,477). Public Library occupies a 
handsome building, presented by the Coats’s family. Old-fashioned 
indicator methods are in use but the library and museum have some 
very interesting specimens, and the art gallery contains many fine 
pictures. The MS. of Robert Watt’s Biddiotheca Britannica is kept here. 
Librarian: John Renfrew. 

Paisley Abbey has been restored, and is well worth a visit. Like 
Dundee, Paisley has been endowed with many fine institutions through 
the local patriotism of its great manufacturers, and it should be remem- 
bered that Mr. J. Coats established libraries all over the West High- 
lands of Scotland, in hundreds of little townships and hamlets. 


KiLMARNOCK, AYRSHIRE (38,000). Public Library and Museum 
are housed in the Dick Institute, a building which was burned in 1909, 
but has now been restored. The building is rather imposing. The 
methods of working are on old-fashioned lines. Librarian: H. Y. 
Simpson. The Burns Monument, which takes the form of a building 
and a tower, contains a valuable library of the works of Robert Burns, 
and must on no account be passed by. 


Ayr (32,985). Public Library housed in a Carnegie building, 
contains the usual departments. Lectures and occasional exhibitions 
are given. ‘There is an indicator at present in use. Librarian: David 
Edward. Ayr is a very interesting town and is not far from Burns’s 
birthplace and monument. 


DUMFRIES AND MAXWELLTOWN (25,000). Ewart Public Library, 
named after the introducer of the Public Libraries Acts, who was M.P. 
for this district. Situated some distance from the railway station, but is 
worth visiting. It is established for the joint use of the inhabitants of 
the Boroughs of Dumfries and Maxwelltown, which are divided by the 
River Nith. The indicator is used in the lending department, and open 
access in the reference. Librarian: G. W. Shirley. 


CARLISLE, CUMBERLAND (46,432). Public Library in Tullie House, 
near the Cathedral, contains also an art gallery anda museum. Library 
methods are indicator for lending and application forms for reference. 
There is a fine local collection, and a children’s library. ‘The museum 
is contained in an old mansion house, and consists mainly of all kinds 
of local furniture, implements and curiosities, very interesting, and 
neatly arranged. The Cathedral has a small library which, however, is 
not open to the public, unless by arrangement. 
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BRISTOL CENTRE. 


BrisToL, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. (357,059). Public Library, College 
Green, occupies a very handsome new building, adjoining the 
Cathedral. Comprises the usual departments, and is rather an 
interesting building. ‘There are ten branch library buildings in 
different parts of the city. Possesses some valuable special collections. 
Librarian: E. R. Norris Mathews. Connected with the Public 
Municipal Library is a Museum and Reference Library, originally 
founded in 1772, and transferred to the City Council in 1893. Bristol 
is a most interesting and picturesque town with some impressive 
environs at Clifton. The Cathedral is well worth visiting, and also the 
Church at St. Mary’s Redcliffe, associated with Thos. Chatterton. 
The docks extend right into the town, and there is always something 
interesting going on. 


BaTH, SOMERSETSHIRE. (69,183). Has a Public Reference 
Library, and Museum, not established under the General Public 
Libraries Act. Bath is well worth visiting for its associations with 
various novelists and dramatists. The Roman Baths are very fine and 
the Abbey Church is worth a visit. The Victoria Art Gallery is part 
of the Museum. 


CarpiFrF, GLAMORGANSHIRE, WALES. (182,729). The Public 
Libraries, which are the most important in Wales, comprise the Central 
Library building and six branches, all of which are equipped with 
children’s rooms. Much work with schools is also carried on, and 
there is a very fine collection of books in Welsh. ‘The open access 
system is established in all the branches, with indicator in the Central 
Library. 

The Art Gallery and Museum adjoins the library building. 
Librarian: Harry Farr. Near Cardiff are Llandaff Cathedral, and the 
great ruins of Caerphilly Castle. 


ABERYSTWYTH, CARDIGANSHIRE, WALES. (8,412). There is a 
Public Library established here containing about 7,000 or 8,000 
volumes, and open access methods are in use. Librarian: Miss M. A. 
Jenkins. 

The principal library building is the National Library of Wales, 
founded in 1907, and intended to form a great national collection 
of Welsh books and to serve as a kind of Welsh British-Museum. It 
contains special collections, particularly of Celtic literature, and is 
housed in a very fine building on the top ofa hill. Librarian: John 
Ballinger. 


EXETER, DEVONSHIRE. (48,660). Public Library forms part of 
the building of the Royal Memorial University College Museum and 
Public Library, and has several valuable special collections. The 
open access method is used, and the Dewey Classification. Lectures 
are given. Librarian: H. Tapley Soper. The Cathedral, which is 
well worth visiting, contains a medizval library of several thousand 
volumes. 
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PiymMouTH, DevoNsHIRE. (112,042). The Public Library is 
housed in a new building, only recently opened. Takes the place of 
an older building, which soon became too crowded for the work. <A 
special indicator and card charging are used in the lending department. 
The library possesses a very fine collection of local literature, and there 
are two branch libraries. Librarian: W. H. Kearley Wright. There 
are other libraries in Plymouth, chiefly proprietary. The town itself is 
full of historical interest, especially to Americans. 


(To be concluded.) 


[The note on the Northampton Public Library in last month’s instal- 
ment mentioned collections of the works of John Clare and John 
Dryden. This should be corrected to “the library of John 
Clare,” and “a collection of drawings, plans, notes on churches, 
houses, and various archeological matters made by Sir Henry 
E. L. Dryden, Bart.”] 


THE ISSUE OF LANTERN SLIDES. 
By Wiuuiam Law, Brighton Public Library. 


MONG the many schemes and suggestions which have been 
formulated in recent years to increase the scope and usefulness 
of the Public Library, the question of the issue of lantern slides 

does not appear to have been considered seriously. This is somewhat 
surprising, as there is no reason why the isssue of these should not form 
a very useful acquisition to the good work done by library authorities. 
Several libraries already have in their possession collections of lantern 
slides. Brighton, for instance, has over two thousand, in addition to 
four hundred and seventy belonging to the Photographic Record and 
Survey of Sussex. These have been acquired by gift or made at the 
expense of the library committee in connexion with lectures given in 
the institution. Croydon also has a large collection, and no doubt a 
number of other libraries own slides in considerable quantities. But, 
taking it as a whole, few libraries have done anything in the way of 
providing these valuable adjuncts to the modern lecturer or the teacher 
illustrating hislesson. It may be that some librarians think there might be 
a difficulty in storing theslides, and that they would take upa great amount 
of space. This is not the case, however, as there are on the market boxes 
specially made for storing lantern slides. These may be had in different 
sizes, but the most convenient form is that made to hold fifty slides. In 
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these boxes one thousand slides can be stored on a shelf 1 ft. high and 
2ft. 4in. wide. Neither need there be any difficulty about their 
stocking, arrangement or classification. All that is necessary is a stock- 
book where each slide should be entered when received. The stock- 
book should be somewhat similar to that used for stocking books, 
#.¢., it should have an accession number, columns for date of receipt, 
title, donor or vendor, price, and any other particulars thought 
necessary. Each slide when it is stocked should have the accession 
number marked on it. There are various ways of doing this. The best 
place to put the number is inside the cover glass. It is not always 
convenient to do this, when stocking, because in order to 
number inside the glass it is necessary to remove the binding of the 
slide. Accordingly the best plan is to pencil the number temporarily 
in one corner until such time as it can be conveniently inscribed inside 
the cover glass. Not only should the accession number be placed 
under the glass but the title of the slide should be written there as well. 
It will generally be found that there is plenty of room on the masked 
portion for at least a brief title. As the majority of slides are bound 
in black it will be found that the lettering will show up best if written 
in white. This not only ensures the protection of the numbers and 
titles, but is also a great convenience to borrowers, as slides which have 
not the titles protected in this way are apt to have them rubbed off, 
which results in a difficulty of identification. In addition it is a good 
plan to put a slip of white paper on the top edge of the slide and to 
write the title and accession number on this as well. This facilitates 
the checking and proper arrangement of the slides and also enables the 
contents of a box to be seen at a glance. 

Then there is the question of issue. In the majority of cases no 
difficulty will be experienced, because it will be found generally that 
slides are added in batches dealing with the subject of a particular 
lecture. Consequently those forming each series will be stocked in 
consecutive order. In such cases the borrower usually will wish to take 
en bloc those which are connected with the lecture, when all that is necess- 
ary is to let him have the box or boxes containing the numbers he wants. 
But if we are to make the slides of the greatest possible use we should 
give facilities to lecturers who might wish to borrow slides that will 
fit in with their lectures whatever the subjects are. For instance, 
we shall suppose that some one has presented six series of slides 
dealing with six different lectures on individual churches of Sussex, a 
borrower wishing to lecture on the Fonts of Sussex, say, might only 
require a few slides from each batch. Of course this breaks the series, 
from which the slides are taken, for any other borrower who may wish 
to take them out in the interval. But any difficulty in this connexion 
might be obviated by making a rule that a week’s notice of intention to 
borrow slides should be given, and that all slides borrowed must be 
returned within two days ‘rom the date of issue. If necessary, 
preference could be given to those borrowing a consecutive series. If 
the slides are lent cut in the ordinary storage boxes it will be found 
advisable to provide a special leather strap for convenience in carrying 
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them. When the borrower has to select his slides from different series, 
it will be best and most convenient to purchase a special lantern slide 
box, fitted with proper straps. These can be bought very cheaply. It 
will be found, too, that some of the old coloured slides are larger than 
those now made, and if these are issued it will be necessary to provide 
a special carrier for the lantern, as the ordinary carriers are too small. 

Each box should contain a list of all the slides it contains. 
This list should include the accession number (which can be used as 
the issuing or charging number) the title of the slide, and a “ remarks ” 
column. In the latter any special feature or peculiarity of the slide 
should be noted, such as ‘“Cover-glass cracked,” ‘ Coloured,” 
“ Missing,” etc. This information should be included also in the 
stock-book. Before taking the slides away, the borrower should be 
asked to examine them carefully and to satisfy himself that they 
correspond with the list. It is also advisable to get from him a receipt 
stating that he has received them in good condition or as set out in the 
list. When returned they should be carefully checked with the list by 
an assistant, in the presence of the borrower so that there may be no 
dispute about any damage which might be done. In order to ensure 
the payment of the amount of any damages which may occur, intending 
borrowers should be asked to sign an undertaking of some sort. It 
might be considered advisable, in cases where slides of great value are 
lent out, to ask for a deposit before allowing them to be issued. 


CURRENT NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes, 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.} 


° 


On October 30th the extension to the Public Library and Museum at 
Newport (Mon.), was formally opened by the Mayor (Dr. J. McGinn). 
In the re-arrangement of the premises the library is on the ground 
floor and museum and art galleries on the first floor. The main 
entrance has been altered so as to give direct access to the lending 
department and ladies’ room without entering through the reading 
room as previously. The ladies’ room is on the left of the entrance 
hall, under the direct supervision of the staff in the lending department. 
The ground floor of the old museum has been divided so as to provide 
a reference room and also an open access lending department lor non- 
fictional works. A librarian’s office has been provided between the 
lending department and the reference room. In the museum floor the 
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upper portion has been altered so as to give space for exhibition of 
casts and to give more light to the entrance hall. The upper rooms 
have been altered so as to form a continuous series of exhibits, and the 
walls forming the old small rooms have been taken out to form a long 
gallery. A new roof has been constructed with sloping lights each side 
for the whole length. 


Tue Vatican Library, which has been closed for some time on account 
of alterations, is about to be re-opened. Important improvements 
have been effected by the removal of the most precious manuscripts 
and books to strong rooms made to resist the action of fire and 
deterioration. The new rooms are at the side of the monumental 
galleries of the celebrated library. New rules will be put in force with 
regard to the entrance and the length of visits of students attending 
the gallery. 

THE Oswaldtwistle District Council has received a letter from Dr. 
Carnegie stating that his offer of £3,000 for the erection of a Public 
Library still holds good. Dr. Carnegie was approached by the Council 
in 1903, and consented to give £3,000 for the erection of a building 
on condition that a site was obtained by public subscription and that 
a further sum of £500 was raised as an endowment fund to supplement 
the proceeds of a penny rate under the Libraries Act. At that time 
Oswaldtwistle failed to fulfil the conditions, despite one offer of £100, 
the promise of support only totalling about £300. At the instigation 
of the local Public Lecture Committee the Council recently revived 
the question, and Dr. Carnegie’s reply being favourable, another effort is 
to be made to provide a site. 


Mr. JOHN VENN, a City notary has presented to the Guildhall Library 
certain original leases and patents granted by William Penn of land in 
the city of Philadelphia and the State of Pennsylvania, bearing his seal 
and autograph. 


SEVERAL remnants of the past are now being exhibited in the reading 
room of the Leyton Public Library. They include a stone spear head, 
found in Vancouver, B.C. ; a piece of Roman brick from an ancient 
tower at Great Yarmouth, and three pieces from a Roman wall found in 
America Square, Minories. They were presented by Mr. E. J. Salmon, 
of Leyton. 

ALDERMAN W. H. Brittain has presented to the Sheffield Public 
Library two large volumes containing a detailed collection of newspaper 
cuttings, views, prints, photographs, drawings, &c., dealing with the 
Royal visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales to Sheffield in 1875. 


Gro. A. STEPHEN, city librarian, Norwich, delivered a lecture on “The 
Making of a Book,” before the Norwich Science Gossip Club, on the 
30th October, and has since repeated it before other local societies. 
The lecture was illustrated by one hundred lantern slides—some of 
them produced by the three-colour process—and an exhibit illustrative 
of modern book production, including a collection of book-illustrations 
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by the chief processes, and decorative end-papers and book-covers by 
well-known artists. 


Tue Cardiff Public Libraries celebrated their jubilee (1862-1912) on 
Monday, November 4th. A large company assembled in the Central 
Reference Library, among those present being Sir Frederic G. 
Kenyon, K.C.B., Principal Librarian of the British Museum ; Lord 
Pontypridd ; Mr. Anthony Bertram, Attorney-General of Ceylon ; 
Alderman Bird ; Alderman Trounce, Chairman of the Libraries Com- 
mittee ; Mr. John Ballinger, Chief Librarian of the Welsh National 
Library; Rev. W. E. Winks; Mr. H. M. Thompson; Dr. W. T. Edwards; 
Professor Powel, and Mr. H. Farr, Librarian. The Lord Mayor (Sir 
John Courtis), presided. Various speeches were made outlining the 
history of the Cardiff Libraries, and dealing with the ideals and practice 
of librarianship. At the close of the meeting the visitors were entertained 
to tea in the library, which had been decorated specially for the 
occasion. 


Tue Chambers Institute at Peebles was formally opened by Lord 
Rosebery on October roth. The cost has been £10,000, given by 
Dr. Carnegie. 


Tue Dalston Branch of the Hackney Public Libraries was opened on 
Saturday, 26th October, by the Mayor of Hackney (Councillor William 
Hammer, J.P.). The branch is intended to meet the needs of the 
Western Division of the Borough; and the cost is estimated at 45,280. 
This has been provided by Dr. Carnegie. The accommodation 
provided comprises the following: lending library, reading room and 
magazine room, juvenile room, file room, rooms for staff, all planned on 
one floor, with a heating chamber in the basement. Accommodation 
is provided for sixty-four readers in the reading and magazine room 
seated at tables, with ample space for newspaper readers round the 
walls, and storage for 21,000 volumes in the lending library. 


A NEw reading room has been opened at Brompton (Yorkshire). 


Dry rot having seriously affected the flooring of the Montrose Public 
Library it has been decided to close the whole institution in order that 
new floors may be laid. Arrangements are being made for a temporary 
reading room in the Memorial or Guild Hall. 


A very valuable addition to the collection of manuscripts in the Royal 
Library, Berlin, has been made through the generosity of Sir Max 
Waechter. 


Work is proceeding at Earlsdon and Stoke for providing these districts 
with branch Public Libraries. 


WanpsworTH Borough Council has rescinded the resolution passed at 
a meeting on July 31st, and referred to in our September issue, by 
which it was proposed to appoint female assistants in the Public 
Libraries in future. 
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THE building of the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth, is now 
well under way, and the portion now constructing will be opened in 
1914. The past year has been one of splendid progress, and the 
resources of the library, both financial and literary, have been largely 
augmented. Mr. Ballinger is to be congratulated on the success that 
has resulted from his efforts. 


A NEw public hall and library were opened at St. Cyrus (Brechin) at 
the beginning of October. The cost was a little over £1,000, to 
which Dr. Carnegie contributed £ 500. 


THE Reading Town Council have rejected a proposal to increase the 
library rate to 1}d. 


THE inhabitants of Barnes and Mortlake are still agitating for the 
adoption of the Libraries Acts. It is now proposed to take a poll on 
the Parliamentary register. 


Tue London Library has just secured a set of more than fifty volumes, 
privately printed in St. Petersburg, under the general title of “Collections 
of Geographical, Topographical, and Statistical Material,” concerning 
Asia. These volumes were printed by the Government Press between 
1883 and 1892, and on each title-page is printed the word “ secret.” 
This set is believed to be the only one in England. 


A MUSEUM extension has been completed at the Ramsgate Public 
Library. 


It is proposed that the Couper Institute Library, Cathcart, shall be 
reorganized to rank as one of the district libraries of the Glasgow 
Corporation. 


Pians have been prepared for the new Carnegie library at Margam, 
Wales. 


PERSONAL. 


Ir is with very great regret that we record the death of Mr. G. K. 
ForTESCUE, Keeper of the Printed Books at the British Museum, 
which occurred on October 26th. Mr. Fortescue who was in his sixty- 
fifth year, was to have retired under the age limit on October 31st. 
He was appointed an assistant librarian at the British Museum in 1870, 
superintendent of the reading room in 1884, and Keeper of Printed 
Books in 1899. He was elected president of the Library Association in 
1go1, and president of the Bibliographical Society in 1909. The name 
of Mr. Fortescue will always be associated with the “Subject Index of 
Modern Works in the British Museum” which was compiled under his 
direction. 


On Tuesday, October 22nd, the death occurred of Mr. JoHN WILLIAM 
WuitTtaKer, librarian of Haslingden. Mr. Whittaker was sixty-five 
years of age, and was appointed first librarian of Haslingden seven 
years ago. 
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Mr. ArtTHUR W. K. MILLER has been appointed Keeper of the 
Printed Books at the British Museum in succession to the late Dr. 
G. K. Fortescue. 


Mr. Wituiam B. Squire has been appointed Assistant Keeper of the 
Printed Books in succession to Mr. Miller. 


Mr. Harry R. Peters, librarian of the Manor House Public Library, 
Lewisham, has been appointed librarian of the Hither Green Public 
Library. 

Mr. WILu1AM Po.titt, chief assistant, Coventry Public Libraries, has 
been appointed an assistant librarian, Leeds Public Libraries. 


Mr. A. D. Caruisie, assistant, Woolwich Public Libraries, has been 
appointed branch librarian of the Heston-Isleworth Library. 


Mr. G. H. Evtiort, chief librarian of Belfast, is preparing a report on 
the question of providing a second branch library to be situated in the 
Ballymacarrett district. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


9 


INDIAN LIBRARIANSHIP. 


E are glad to record the appearance of the Zidrary Miscellany, 
a new magazine devoted to the interests of librarianship, 
published at Baroda, India. It is printed in English, 
Gujarati and Marathi, and will thus be enabled to circulate throughout 
the greater part of India. ‘The first number (August) contains some 
remarks on the “ Library situation in Baroda,” by W. A. Borden, the 
Director of State Libraries there; a “Scheme of Classification for 
Sanskrit Libraries,” by C. D. Dalal; the inaugural address before the 
new Baroda Library Club, by J. S. Kudalker, the editor of the 
magazine; extracts from an address by Sir George Clarke on “‘ Libraries 
and Books” ; and various notes and comments. ‘The articles in the 
vernacnlar sections deal with such subjects as: “‘ The Library and the 
Public,” ‘‘ Selection of a Librarian,” ‘“ Modern Public Libraries,” etc. 
We wish the Zidrary Miscellany every success, and trust that it will be 
the means of inducing many other Indian States to follow the example 
of Baroda in providing easily accessible libraries for the Public. 
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WRIGHT’S COURT-HAND RESTORED. 


It is with considerable pleasure that we welcome a new edition of 
Court-hand restored: or The Student’s assistant in reading old deeds, 
charters, records, etc., by Andrew Wright (1912 ; 4to., 158 p.+ 30 plates; 
Messrs Stevens & Sons, Ltd., price 21s. net). Although it is about 140 
years since the first edition of this work appeared, it still remains the 
most useful book of its kind. This, of course, is due in great measure, 
to the revisions and additions by Mr. Charles T. Martin. The present 
edition (the tenth), is mainly a reprint of the ninth edition, published 
in 1879, but the explanations of the plates have been thoroughly 
revised. Numerous additions and corrections have also been made in 
the appendix matter. All libraries (if there are any) not possessing a 
copy of this invaluable work, should take the opportunity offered by the 
issue of the present edition. 


HISTORICAL FICTION. 


Messrs. Harrap & Co., have just published 4 Guide to British 
historical fiction, by J. A. Buckley and W. T. Williams (1912; 8vo., 
182 p.; price 2s. 6d. net). It is mainly designed for the use of 
teachers (to which profession the authors belong), and is intended to be 
representative and not exhaustive. Considered as a list of books that 
could be recommended by a teacher to students, the selection of 
books will pass muster as a handy and effective guide. But as a guide 
to British historical fiction for general readers it would be found lacking 
in many particulars. There is naturally a great deal of space given to 
juvenile books. The page is divided into three columns—Time ; 
Subject ; and Title and Author—and in the last of these, fairly full 
annotations are given to each book. The annotations are very good, 
and consist of a well-proportioned mixture of description and evaluation. 
The compilers do not seem to have heard of the guides compiled by 
Messrs. Baker, Neild, Bowen, etc. 


MODERN AMERICAN LIBRARY ECONOMY. 


Another addition has been made to the useful series of library 
pamphlets illustrating the methods of the Newark (N.J.) Free Public 
Library. ‘The present work is section 5 of part 5 (Zhe School Depart- 
ment) and is a Course of Study for Normal School Lupils on Literature 
Jor Children (The Elm Tree Press ; 1912, 134 pages, price $1). “This 
course has been planned to assist teachers in gaining acquaintance with 
children’s literature, so far as such assistance can be given by formal 
instruction.” The work is arranged in a series of lessons which 
“attempts to give to normal school students a brief history of children’s 
books ; to convince them of the value of the reading habit ; to teach 
them how to judge books ; and to disclose to them something of the 
wealth of material preserved in print for the child’s instruction and 
delight.” Select lists of children’s books are given, and these should 
be very helpful to all who are concerned in the education of the young. 


\ 
iJ, 
a 
7 


144 THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 


oo 


CATALOGUES, &c. 


Chicago University. A Descriptive catalogue of manuscripts in the 
Libraries of the University of Chicago. Prepared by Edgar J. 
Goodspeed, with the assistance of Martin Sprengling [1912] 
Jrontis. xi.4+128pp. University of Chicago Press. London: 
Cambridge University Press. Price 4s. net. 

The Libraries of Chicago University possess a varied and fairly 
extensive collection of MSS., and some of them are here described in a 
well compiled and tasteful volume which is issued in connexion with 
the recent dedication of the Harper Memorial Library. The MSS. are 
arranged according to language, and full bibliographical particulars and 
summaries of contents are supplied. The collection described is a 
miscellaneous one. 


John Rylands Library, Manchester. A Brief historical description 
of the Library and its contents ; with catalogue of a selection of 
manuscripts and printed books exhibited on the occasion of the 
visit of The Congregational Union of England and Wales in 
October. 1912. xi.+143 pp. B. Quaritch; &c. Price 6d. net. 

This latest publication of the Rylands Library is very welcome. It 
gives an interesting and brief history of the foundation and growth of 
the library, and also some idea of the richness and variety of the 
collections. The catalogue of the exhibition serves to illustrate the 
latter in a striking fashion. Everyone interested in this great institution 

—and what librarian is not ?—should obtain a copy of this handbook. 


Pittsburg: Carnegie Library. Classified catalogue, 1907-1911. 
Part 1: General works, Philosophy, Religion. 1912. 335+ 
33p. bds. Price 50 cents. 

This is the first part of the new third series of this well known 
catalogue. It is on exactly the same lines as the previous portions-— 
classified according to the Dewey system, and well annotated. 


REPORTS. 

An important event recorded in the fiftieth annual Refort of the 
Birmingham Public Libraries is the extension of the library system 
consequent upon the passing of the greater Birmingham scheme. The 
libraries already existing in the districts of Aston Manor, Erdington, 
Handsworth, King’s Norton and Northfield were taken over by the 
Birmingham Libraries Committee, and provision made for carrying 
them on in the same way as the libraries already existing in the city. 
The total number of libraries and reading rooms is now twenty-four. 
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The stock of the libraries at the close of the year was 436,097 volumes, 
356,204 being in the old city libraries (lending 128,407; reference 
227,797). The issues from all the libraries was 2,247,721, and the 
number of borrowers’ tickets in force was 69,304. 


The annual Report of the Blackburn Public Library states that 
there has been a slight decrease of the issues in the reference depart- 
ment, but in the lending library there has been a marked increase in all 
classes, particularly in regard to non-fictional works. ‘The issues in the 
school libraries have increased by more than 8,o00 volumes, and the 
Education Committee have renewed their grant of £50 in aid of the 
work. ‘The stock at the close of the year was 51,037 volumes (lending 
19,597 ; reference 31,440). In the school libraries there were 2,600 
volumes. 

The twenty-fourth annual Report of the Fudham Public Libraries 
records a successful year’s work. A record annual issue of books is 
reported, the total being 469,704 volumes, an increase of 32,761, as 
compared with the preceding year. There were 17,734 borrowers’ 
tickets in use of which number 1,912 were students’ tickets ; the stock 
in the central and two branch libraries was 47,405 volumes. The lecture 
work in connexion with the library has been most successful. 


The fourteenth annual Report of the Huddersfield Public Library 
shows an advance in the number of books issued from 202,385 
(1910-11) to 206,502. The number of borrowers on the register was 
6,623, an increase of 105 during the year. The stock in all departments 
was 35,606 volumes. In March, arrangements were made whereby 
teachers in the elementary schools might borrow books for teaching 
purposes, up to the number of four at one time, irrespective of their 
ordinary tickets. 

The sixtieth annual Report of the Manchester Public Libraries 
shows the stock in all departments, exclusive of the Greenwood and 
Henry Watson libraries, to be 428,531 volumes (lending 253,600; 
reference 174,931). T he number of borrowers’ tickets in force was 
87,313, and the issues from the lending and reference libraries respec- 
tively were 1,757,685 and 486,108 volumes. An important undertaking 
during the year was the removal of the reference library from King 
Street, where it had been situated since the year 1878, to temporary 
premises in Piccadilly. 

In the seventh annual Report of the Montrose Public Library a 
steady increase of work is shown. During the year 59,163 volumes 
have been issued from the lending department, and 4,685 from the 
reference department, a total of 63,848 as compared with 61,307 the 
previous year. ‘Ihe increase is fairly well distributed over the several 
classes of literature. The stock was 13,448 volumes. 

The annual Aefort of the Mew York Library School for the year 
ended June 30th, gives a very good account of the work which has been 
accomplished. “ The following statistics of the class of thirty-three 
which entered in September, 1911, show the final disposition of the 


a 

q 

> 


146 THe LiBRaRY WoRLD. 


students, twenty-nine being accepted for the full course and four, 
holding library positions, for the partial course: called away before the 
year was finished (to return next year) two; work not completed two ; 
taking certificates and not returning for diploma at present, five; return- 
ing for diploma, twenty ; partial course students returning for remainder 
of first year’s course, two; partial course students not re-applying, 
two... In September, 1911, of twenty-five applicants for probation, 
seventeen passed, and fourteen finally completed the probation.” 


According to the Report of the Queens Borough (New York) 
Public Library, for the year 1911, there were 149,224 volumes in all 
departments. 983,213 volumes were issued for home use, and 27,671 
persons made use of the reference departments. The reading room 
attendance was 529,388. The number of members registered was 
55,557. During the year many of the branches have been transferred 
to better quarters, and such removals have been followed invariably by 
an expansion of the work of the branch. 


Warrington Public Library reports for 1911-12 a stock of 55,251, 
including 17,039 pamphlets, etc. The number of borrowers’ tickets in 
force was 4,153. The issue from the lending library was the highest 
yet made (93,299) an increase of four per cent. on that of the previous 
year. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We are sorry that, by a typographical error, we banished Mr. 
Archibald Sparke, the well-known chief librarian of Bolton, to Boston 
last month. We have hereby much pleasure in bringing him back. 


Mr. Wm. Wilson, who was appointed borough librarian of 
Darlington a short time ago, has issued a very interesting report on the 
condition of the library, in which he maps out a programme of 
re-organization and development. His report is a model one, and it is 
no wonder that is has been enthusiastically received by the authorities. 


A third edition of the “ Handbook of the Library” of the 
University of Missouri has just been issued. It is an effective little 
pamphlet of about fifty pages, and is packed with useful information. 


MM. E. Szabé (Budapest) and L. Varley have prepared a 
Rapport sur la matitre de la bibliographie du chémage for the Associa- 
tion Internationale pour la Lutte Contre le Chémage (1912 ; Gand: 
Soc. Co-opérativo “ Volksdrukkerij.”) The classification included will 
prove suggestive to librarians interested in economics. 


From the Brighton Public Library we have received a small 
“ Catalogue of the Autumn Exhibition of Modern Pictures, etc.” 


Under the title of Progress in Librarianship the Library Assistants’ 
Association have issued an eight-page propagandist pamphlet giving a 
short history of the Association, and a summary of its activities and 
aims. It is a distinctly good idea, well carried out. 
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The Mew York State Library School has issued an interesting 
Circular of Information, 1912-13, giving full details of the organization 
and courses of the School. It has also issued a pamphlet (32 pp.) on 
Librarianship as a Profession, giving some idea of the conditions of 
the library service in the United States. 


The Pratt Institute School of Library Science (Brooklyn) has 
also issued a Circular of Information, and another pamphlet entitled 
Normal Course, 1912-13. 

A selected list of books and of references to periodicals on “ City 
Planning and Beautifying” comes from the Brook/yn Public Library. 
It isa 15-page classified list with some annotations. 


~< 


REVIEWS. 


oo 


ENGLISH LITERATURE. 

A brief time spent with the actual texts of standard literature is 
worth a lengthy time spent over the dry bones of literary history. 
Therefore a literary history that sends readers to the texts is the best 
kind of history; and this is just what is done by Andrew Lang’s 
History of English Literature: from“ Beowulf” to Swinburne (1912 ; 
crn. 8vo., 21+689 p.; Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co., price 6s.) 
“The author’s object has been to arouse a living interest, if it may be, 
in the books of the past, and to induce the reader to turn to them for 
himself.” ‘Ihis is achieved by abandoning the idea of an encyclopedic 
work, and selecting all the more prominent masters and noting the 
undergrowth from which they spring. ‘The literary history pure and 
simple is illuminated by sociological and historical sidelights, adding 
greatly to the interest and continuity of the chronicle; and the by- 
paths of literature, such as pulpit eloquence and translations, are not 
forgotten. We have never read a history of literature that gave us such 
a desire to read or re-read so many books. In addition to which the 
history itself is a book to be read and enjoyed. Wide reading and 
knowledge colour every page, and the solid structure of fact is relieved 
by the enthusiasm or the genial, sarcastic humour of the appreciations. 


“AMONG MY BOOKS.” 


We are grateful to Mr. Frederic Harrison for making a collection 
of some of his reviews and appreciations, now issued under the title of 
Among my books: centenaries, reviews, memoirs (1912; crn. 8vo., 
13+438 p.; Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., price 7s. 6d. net). 
Although we do not always find ourselves in agreement with his opinions, 
he is invariably interesting and usually stimulating. In the present 
volume, he roams from ancient poetry to the Subject Index of the 
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London Library, and from the Eastern Roman Empire to Rodin. 
With one exception, the chapters have all been written within the last 
few years, and their vigour is a striking testimony to the mental 
activity of one who has become a veteran in the service of literature. 
Books of a similar kind are not scarce; but it is rarely that one is 
imbued with such spirit. ‘ Among my books ” will prove a refreshing 
companion for all lovers of literature. 


OLD ENGLISH SQUIRES. 


Many readers will be familiar with the interesting historical 
sketches of the old-time Parson and the Parish Clerk, by the Rev. P. 
H. Ditchfield. The author has now completed a trilogy by the 
publication of Zhe Old English Country Squire (Messrs. Methuen & 
Co., Ltd.; 1912, s/us., xi. +347 p., price ros. 6d.). Mr. Ditchfield 
presents a delightful study of the old-time squire in relationship to his 
character, eccentricities, sporting instincts, house, and _ garden. 
Among other chapters are those dealing with the Squire’s Lady and the 
Squire in literature and verse. The author endeavours to show that 
the country gentleman or squire has been the “ backbone of England ” 
and that Macaulay’s indictment of the 17th century squire was specious 
and false. ‘“ There were,” he says, “some obscure country squires who 
answered in some measure to this |Macaulay’s] description, some few 
also were boors; but to apply this wholesale condemnation to the 
generality of the country gentlemen of England of the 17th century is 
utterly misleading.” From a perusal of the book we are led to believe 
that the character of the typical squire was more in accordance with the 
sentiment expressed by an obscure poet, thus :— 


“ His benevolent heart and affectionate cares 

Secur’d for him all their good wishes and prayers ; 

And none, though their station in life might be higher, 

Liv’d more lov'd and esteemed than the old English squire.” 


As the author points out, “the race of squires is fast disappearing. 
Everywhere estates are being broken up and sold to the highest bidder, 
and the squire is compelled to leave the old manor-house which has 
sheltered him and his ancestors for many generations. Hence this 
book appears opportunely.” 


OLD ENGLISH TOWNS. 


Notwithstanding the matter-of-fact trend of modern life, the past 
is peculiarly fascinating to many people. In the second series of Old 
English Towns (Mr. T. Werner Laurie [1912] 196 p., price 6s. net.) 
by Elsie M. Lang, we get a glimpse into the history of several towns 
which are rich in antiquarian interest. The towns dealt with are Dover, 
Norwich, Bristol, Guildford, Liverpool, Exeter, Newcastle, St. Albans, 
Plymouth, Warwick, Boston, Ely, Chichester, Northampton, ‘Tamworth 
and Shrewsbury. The book is well illustrated, and the historical 
descriptions, though necessarily brief, make interesting reading. 
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POETRY FOR CHILDREN. 


A volume of verses for children has been written by Alice M. 
Brown, under the title of Zhe Moon Boat (Messrs. F. & E. Stoneham, 
Ltd. ; 1912, 60 p., price 2s. 6d. net.) The verses are brightly written 
and nicely illustrated, and the book forms an attractive gift-book for 
little people. 

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. 

The popularity of Chambers’s Biographical Dictionary is evidenced 
by the fact that it has been necessary to issue another reprint (1912, 
1,006 pp. Price 6s. net). This work can be recommended as one of 
the best of the smaller biographical dictionaries,—in fact, it is not 
too much to say that it is the most useful general biographical 
dictionary for ordinary reference—and this, coupled with its reasonable 
price, should ensure it a place in every reference library. 


CLASSIC LITERATURE. 

A plea for the past is put forward by Naomi Nunes Carvalho in a 
little work entitled Vox Humana (Messrs. Kegan Paul & Co., Ltd., 1912, 
vii. +157 pp., Price 1s.6d. net). It is written in a series of dialogues, 
and illustrates the spirit of the classic people of the past as represented 
by characters in Jewish and Greek literature. The author, by presenting 
these types, “ drawn from those two nations whose greatest praise must 
be that their literature has survived the loss of their nationality,” 
endeavours to arouse a greater interest in the classics by bringing out 
prominently the personal or human element which connects the past 
with the present. Modern readers who find the classics dull and 
uninteresting should be stimulated by reading this book. 


A GARDEN ANTHOLOGY. 


A nature anthology in prose and verse has been issued under the 
title of Zn the Garden of Delight, by John Richardson (Messrs. George G. 
Harrap & Co., 1912; front. 245 pp. Price 3s. 6d.). The editor has 
divided his material into “ The garden of delight” (poems and prose of 
gardens and nature generally), ‘“ Pastoral scenes,” “In birdland,” 
**Some beautiful insects,” ‘* Flowers, shrubs and trees,” and ‘‘ The four 
seasons.” The collection has been drawn from the whole of British 
and American literature, ranging from Spenser, Bacon and Shakespeare 
to the present day, and gives poems and extracts of works which have 
appeared only in periodicals. The selection has been made with 
discriminating taste, and, including as it does much that is inaccessible 
to the ordinary reader, will prove invaluable to lovers of nature and 
poetry. 

ANTIQUES AND CURIOS. 

To the “House decoration series,” Mr. T. Werner Laurie has 
added a volume on Antiques and curios in our homes, by Grace M. 
Vallois (1912 ; cr. 8vo., slus., xXi.4+323 pp. price 6s. net). Old 
furniture, china and glass, and silver and pewter, are the subjects of the 
book, and the aim of the author is to supply enough information about 
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these to help the amateur who is not an expert to carry out a modest 
scheme of decoration with taste and regard for authenticity. So far as 
we have tested it, the intormation given is sufficient to enable a reader 
to “ place,” say a particular chair with accuracy. But the book is in no 
way laden with detail. It is an excellent introductory survey for the 
ordinary householder of taste. The illustrations are well-chosen and 
illuminating. 
REPAIRS AND DILAPIDATIONS. 


A useful handbook for either the householder or property owner is 
The Law of repairs and dilapidations, by T. Cato Worsfold (1912 ; 8vo, 
xii.+91 pp. ; Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd., price 3s. 6d. net). Practically 
everyone, at one time or another, is puzzled by some question regarding 
this notoriously contentious part of property law; and Mr. Worsfold 
seems to have had the ordinary tenant or landlord in mind while writing 
this practical little guide. It is quite clear in its exposition, and 
detailed enough for all purposes. 

THE WITS. 


Mr. Walter Jerrold in A Book of famous wits (1912; roy. 8vo, 
portraits, xi.+ 326 pp. ; Messrs. Methuen & Co., Ltd., price 7s. 6d. net.) 
has brought together a goodly store of characteristic anecdotes of 
Tarlton, Jonson, Swift, Joe Miller, Johnson, and all the other authors, 
actors, and men about town celebrated for their wit. The resulting 
book (which by the way is very flimsily bound) is an admirable one for 
filling up spare moments. Wherever it is opened there is sure to be 
some good story to reward the reader. That fashion in wit is subject to 
change is amply proved by some of these chapters. A number of the 
famous retorts here recorded will strike a modern reader as being 
nothing more than vulgar personality and impudence. But these, it is 
but fair to say, are an inconsiderable minority. 


CAMBRIDGE. 


A useful and entertaining history of the growth and influence of 
Cambridge is supplied in Caméridge and its story, by Arthur Gray 
(1912; t/us., cr. 8v0, 344 pp. ; Messrs. Methuen & Co., price ros. 6d. 
net). The first portion traces the history of the University to the 
Reformation, showing the influence of national history on its develop- 
ment. ‘The account of the evolution of the colleges as they are to-day 
from the private “hostels” is of great interest. Then the growth of 
learning itself is traced. The latter portion, from the Reformation to 
the present day is dealt with by showing how Cambridge men have 
influenced national history. Spenser and English literature, Marlowe 
and the drama, Milton and the Commonwealth, and the subordination 
of classical learning to theological controversy, the Restoration and the 
development of physical science by Newton and Bentley, and other 
similar periods of influence and developmant are lucidly traced. The 
book is written ina manner that arrests interest and impresses the reality 
of Cambridge life, and the author keeps his aim of showing the relation 
of Cambridge to national life clearly in view throughout. 
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COUNSEL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. 


America has sent to English juvenile readers two works by Mr. 
Nixon Waterman Zhe Boy Wanted: a Book of Cheerful Counsel. and 
The Girl Wanted: a Book of Friendly Thoughts (Messrs George G. 
Harrap & Co., price each 2s. 6d. net). These volumes are described as 
“ Books of cheerful and practical talks, telling boys and girls how they 
can mould their temperaments and shape their characters.” The 
language adopted in the framework of the books is of a homely and 
chatty description, and deals with such chapters as “ opportunity,” 
“ cheerfulness,” “value of spare moments,” “dreaming and doing,” 
** real success,” ‘‘choosing the way,” “‘ golden habits,” &c. The ideals 
set forth are illustrated by examples from famous lives, and throughout 
the whole, poems, emphasizing certain points, are scattered. The 
margins are occupied with short quotations from famous authors, and 
each volume presents sixteen portraits of great and good men and 
women, accompanied by very brief biographies. The English editions 
have been presented by Fred. E. Bumby, B.A. and Grace Bartruse, 
but the books as a whole remain frankly American. We appreciate the 
aim and conception of these works but, bearing in mind the scathing 
pitilessness of the youth of the twentieth century, or indeed of any time 
for anything it deems approaching written “‘pi-ness,” and, again, its 
wonderful amenability to the unspoken work or the spoken ome by the 
privileged person, we believe Mr. Waterman has in a measure partly 
defeated his object by lengthiness and reiteration. We, on this side of 
the water, need a screen to hide our self-conscious taking of a welcome 
and sought-for pill, and, having read the example, we sometimes hug the 
moral and conclusion closer for having gathered and drawn them 
ourselves. 


JAPANESE LEGENDS. 


Professor Chamberlain, Dr. Aston, and others, and in particular 
Lafcadio Hearn, have given us glimpses of the wonderful richness and 
extent of the mythology of Japan, but there has been no easily accessible 
English collection of these stories. ‘The want has now been supplied by 
Myths and Legends of Japan, by F. Hadland Davis (1912 ; col. illus., 
8vo., 431 pp. ; Messrs. Geo. G. Harrap & Co., price 7s. 6d. net). Mr. 
Davis has been indefatigable in collecting his material, and has put it 
to such good use that it would be difficult to find a volume of this 
nature of greater interest and affording such pleasure. Owing to the 
necessity of covering such a wide field, many of the stories are cur- 
tailed, but Mr. Davis has succeeded in doing this without rendering 
them arid and uninteresting. On the other hand, he tells many 
exquisite legends at greater length, The charm of the volume is 
greatly enhanced by Miss Evelyn Paul’s illustrations. She is even 
more successful here than she was in her Indian pictures, and has 
caught the true Japanese spirit and manner. The book is one to be 
added to every library. 
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THE STORY OF THE WORLD. 


The two volumes by H. B. Niver, Ancient Peoples and their Heroes 
and Modern Nations and their Famous Men, have been combined into 
one entitled A Brief Story of the World (Messrs. George G. Harrap & 
Co. ; illus., 184 pp. + 183; price 1s. 6d. net). The essence of the 
history, life, and deeds of each country is familiarly and lucidly told, 
and detail is judiciously introduced to grasp the imagination and 
interest. The volume is one extremely necessary, we believe, to the 
juvenile reader, who in many instances learns and repeats the history 
of a country as if it had not the remotest connexion or points of 
contact (beyond an occasional emerging for a battle or so) with the 
nation of which he learned last term or will do so next. ‘This little 
work, especially in the latter portion, is an excellent corrective, teaching 
the law of international cause and effect, relative values, and displaying 
the histories of nations individually and also as parts of one great whole. 
The many whole-page and thumb-nail illustrations are exceedingly 
useful, but there is an urgent need of good maps to complete what 
otherwise is an excellent and interesting work. 


IMPROVING THE SHEAF CATALOGUE: 
A NOTE. 
By Frank Haicu, Senior Assistant, Halifax Municipal Libraries. 


oo 


T is outside the scope of the present note to discuss the relative 
advantages and disadvantages of the various forms of catalogue. 
It will, however, be sufficient for the purpose in view to point out 
that the sheaf catalogue has two advantages, it can easily be kept up to 
date, and it is in book form. On the other hand it possesses, in 
common with many other library accessories, at least one slight 
disadvantage. It is difficult to provide a suitable title in the small 
space allowed by the piece of xylonite on its back. This is more 
noticeable in a library where several catalogues, perhaps each relating 
to a different collection or department, are kept on one stand. The 
xylonite label holder usually measures about 2in. x 1in., and is 
altogether too small to give each catalogue the individuality it should 
possess, or to allow of a suitable description on its back. ‘The title either 
has to be abbreviated, or to appear in small type, neither of which is 
satisfactory. An improvement is necessary, and the following method— 
based on a series of actual experiments, and working well in practice— 
is offered as a solution of the difficulty. 
First of all remove the tantalising xylonite altogether, and cut a 
strip of leather, 5 in. x 3}in. This should be pared at the edges, and 
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CATALOGUE LENDING 
CATALOGUE 
AUTHORS 
SUBJECTS. 
A TO H 
GENERAL 
1 PHILOSOPHY 
2 RELIGION 
83 SOCIOLOGY 
4 PHILOLOGY 
5 SCIENCE 
Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 
CATALOGUE REFERENCE 
OF CATALOGUE. 
FICTION, 
AUTHORS 
ARRANGED 
TO 
AUTHOR. 
Fig. 3. Fig. 4. 
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then pasted on to the back of the catalogue so that it will overlap at 
the sides, but not at the top and bottom. The advantage of this 
treatment will be obvious, as most catalogues get a deal of handling, 
and if the leather overlaps as indicated, it has less tendency to peel off. 
When the leather has been pasted on, instead of the 2 in. x 1 in., there 
will be a surface of something like 5 in. x 2}in., in which space, instead 
of a general term like “ fiction,” a more specific title can be displayed. 
The diagrams on previous page are of catalogues actually in use, which, 
besides shewing the difference between the usual method and the one 
suggested here will serve to illustrate what can be done in the direction 
named. 

Fig. 1 shews the catalogue as generally used, and Figs. 2, 3, and 4 
will give some idea as to the improvement effected. It need hardly be 
added that, if possible, the lettering should be done in gilt. Failing 
this, white ink will prove a passable substitute. 

If various colours of leather are used to indicate departments, ¢.g., 
green for fiction, it will be found much easier to distinguish one 
catalogue from another. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 
LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION : SOUTH COAST 
BRANCH. 


HE first meeting of the newly constituted branch of the South 
Coast was held at the Eastbourne Public Library on Friday, 
October 18th, by permission of the Eastbourne Public Libraries’ 

Committee. Twenty-four members and friends were present. The 
local arrangements were in the hands of Mr. J. H. Hardcastle, librarian 
of Eastbourne, and Mr. Councillor Wright, Chairman of the Eastbourne 
Public Libraries’ Committee, who did everything in their power to give 
the members a hearty reception. In the afternoon, by kind invitation 
of Mr. Hardcastle, the members enjoyed a delightful drive by way of 
Beachy Head, through Paradise Drive, Victoria Drive, Willingdon and 
Hampden Park, back to the Central Library. Here the company was 
entertained to tea by Mr. Councillor Wright. An inspection of the 
library was then made, after which the meeting took place, Councillor 
Wright being in the chair. 

In a few well-chosen words the Chairman opened the proceedings, 
urging upon his hearers the importance of their work as librarians. 

Mr. Ernest Male, sub-librarian, Brighton (Chairman of the Branch), 
then delivered his inaugural address. He first thanked the members 
for the honour they had conferred upon him in electing him chairman, 
a position of which he was proud. Briefly referring to the aims and 
objects of the new branch, he urged upon each member to take an 
active part in the meetings. Mr. Male then went on to consider the 
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main theme of his address, in which he discussed the question of an 
interchange of assistants between various libraries. The gist of the 
idea is that assistants of equal rank in different libraries should change 
places for a fortnight or a month, thus giving each assistant for the 
time being an opportunity to work under a new chief, and in entirely 
different surroundings. He pointed out that many difficulties would 
have to be overcome. The consent of the respective committees and 
chiefs would have to be obtained. The lack of uniformity in library 
methods is a great difficulty, although even here the change of method 
would be to an assistant’s benefit. ‘The question of salaries would also 
require some consideration. A point in favour of such interchange 
is the immense advantage it would be to an assistant ordered away by 
his doctor for a change. But the most important point, Mr. Male 
thought, was the great value to assistants of such varied training. 
Their libraries would benefit quite as much as they, while the experience 
gained would materially add to one’s chances when applying for another 
post. There is no reason why such interchanges should not take place 
all through the year ; also these changes would lead to a great improve- 
ment in the work of many staffs. Mr. Male concluded by saying that, 
if such a scheme should ever mature, he thought it would be the means 
of training a better type of librarian than we have at the present day. 
Mr. A. Webb (Brighton), in opening the discussion, said that the 
proposal should be earnestly considered by all interested in library 
work ; there were difficulties, but they were not insuperable. He 
thought the subject should be taken up by the Council of the L.A.A., 
with the idea of formulating a scheme for submission to the Library 
Association. Miss Gerard (Worthing) thought the idea was excellent 
in theory, but not in practice. It seemed to her that junior assistants 
would be more benefited than seniors, although the salaries of the 
former was rather against them entertaining the idea. She also thought 
that married assistants would find such a scheme impracticable. Mr. 
R. E. Smither (Brighton) thought the idea a good one, but considered 
that the majority of assistants could not afford to exchange. He also 
thought that some uniformity in library administration was desirable in 
order for such a scheme to work smoothly. Mr. H. Mew (Hove) said 
that the public should be considered, as there was likely to be some 
confusion consequent on the change of staff. Mr. A. Cecil Piper 
(Brighton) favoured the proposal, but considered the chief difficulty 
would be to obtain the consent of library committees. He thought 
that assistants in the smaller libraries would have but little chance of 
exchanging with assistants in large libraries, as committees would 
require equal qualifications and experience before sanctioning an 
exchange, which would practically debar assistants with a limited 
experience. It was possible for married assistants, he thought, to 
arrange to exchange houses, and so reduce expenses. Mr. J. W. Lister 
(librarian, Hove) was sorry to see objections made to the proposal, for 
he found it very alluring. He thought the subject was worthy of 
further consideration, and he would like to see a practical experiment 
carried out. Mr. J. Hardcastle (librarian, Eastbourne) said that the 
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idea seemed more theoretical than practical ; the lack of uniformity in 
library systems was a great disadvantage to such a proposal ; while the 
Chairman did not see how such a scheme could be carried out. 

Mr. A. Milton Hamblyn (Eastbourne) followed with a paper on 
the “Selection of Periodicals,” in which he advocated a good repre- 
sentative selection of newspapers and periodicals being exhibited in 
libraries ; not only the London and local papers, but from other 
important centres, as well as some foreign and colonial papers. 
Periodicals should be chosen mainly to supplement the books in the 
library, as the most up-to-date information is usually to be found in the 
magazines. He advocated great care being taken to select only the 
best, and urged the necessity of a liberal supply of trade and technical 
papers. He was of the opinion that the majority of sectarian periodi- 
cals should not be taken in Public Libraries. In concluding his paper, 
Mr. Hamblyn gave a list of the guides to be used in selecting 
periodicals, There was a considerable discussion on this paper also. 

The proceedings closed with hearty votes of thanks to Mr. Male 
and Mr. Hamblyn, to Mr. Councillor Wright for his hospitality, and to 
Mr. J. H. Hardcastle and his staff for providing such an excellent local 
programme and for looking after the comfort of their visitors. 

During the evening a telegram from the “ North-Eastern Branch ” 
was received conveying their best wishes for success. 

It was announced that the Hon. President of the branch (Mr. 
Henry D. Roberts, Hon. Fellow of the L.A.A., Director, Brighton 
Public Library, Museums, and Fine Art Galleries) had kindly offered 
the sum of #1 1s. as prizes for the best essays on a subject of pro- 
fessional interest, which was received with great applause. This 
announcement led Mr. Councillor Wright to say that he would be pleased 
to offer another prize of 1os. 6d. for the best essay on “ Modern Poetry.” 
Since the meeting two other offers of prizes of ros. 6d. have been made 
by Mr. J. W. Lister and Miss M. Frost, librarians of Hove and Worthing 
respectively, which will be considered by the committee at their next 
meeting. Full particulars relating to these prizes will be announced 
shortly. 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


HE Inaugural Meeting of the Eighteenth Session was held at 

the Stationers’ Hall on Wednesday, October 16th, at 7.30 p.m. 

The presentation of the Macalister and Potter-Briscoe Prizes, 

given respectively for the best professionally-interesting accounts of the 
Easter School at Paris, and the best paper read before any library 
association or club during the past session, was made by the chairman 
(Mr. G. E. Briscoe Eyre, Master of the Stationers’ Company). Of the 
Macalister Prizes, the first was awarded Mr. Henry Sharpe (Fulham) ; 
the second, Mr. Henry Dixon (Croydon) ; and the third, Mr. W. McGill 
(Islington). The Potter-Briscoe Prize was gained by Mr. Grindle 
(Birmingham) for his paper on “ The Fiction Question,” and a special 
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prize was awarded Miss Ethel Gerard (Worthing) for her paper on 
“‘ Librarianship from a Woman’s Point of View.” 

Dean Inge then delivered a rather rambling but suggestive and 
stimulating address on “ The Use and Abuse of Books,” in which he 
proved himself wholly in favour of an increase in the number of Public 
Libraries, and cheap reprints of the classics. He quoted some 
misleading figures re the fiction percentage of libraries; and he 
condemned the tendency of the modern English novel to follow in the 
wake of certain French authors of the previous century. He condemned 
these squalid tales of adultery, not because he was squeamish, but 
because they were not true pictures of life in Paris or anywhere else. 
The reading of them was a vice as bad as “ boozing,” and the manu- 
facture of them a crime. He hoped there would be a reaction in 
the direction of the sane and wholesome literature of the Victorian era. 
He deprecated the slovenliness of modern literature which was 
degenerating into vulgar journalese; a few years ago journalists had 
been content with split infinitives; but since then even leading 
journalists wrote in a style which seemed to show they had no apprecia- 
tion of the meaning of the English language. It was necessary that 
popular, not superficial, lectures and a good library should be provided 
for adults, by means of which, without expense, they might gratify their 
intellectual curiosity. The present generation was in some danger of 
losing the continuity of the tradition of our civilisation. Our ethics 
and religion had been derived from the Greeks, Romans, and Jews ; 
and no one unacquainted with the culture and thought of the remote 
past could appreciate the classics. In no field of human thought was 
this breach of continuity more apparent than in literature, and this gap 
was one of the main causes of the alienation of the democracy from 
religion. Northern Europe, hitherto content to receive its culture 
ready-moulded from the Western Nations, was now struggling towards 
a culture of its own which should incorporate all that was best of the 
old. And in order that there might be an evolution and not a 
revolution, it was necessary to turn the attention of the educationalist 
to the adult, particularly the middle-class adult. 

The President (Mr. Coutts), in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
Dean, pointed out that the greater part of trashy literature was unknown 
in Public Libraries, that the fiction percentage was made up for the 
most part by the popularity of such writers as Dickens and Thackeray, 
and that fiction percentages were altogether fallacious in that one non- 
fictional work would be retained twice as long as one novel. This was 
seconded by Mr. Young (Greenwich), and carried with acclamation. 
Mr. Thorne (Poplar) then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. G. E. 
Briscoe Eyre and the Stationers’ Company, and this was seconded 
cordially by Mr. R. A. Peddie (St. Bride’s Institute), who referred to 
generosity which had prompted the Company to give the whole of their 
registers to the Public Record Office. 
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LIBRARY STAFF CLUBS. 


o 


FULHAM LIBRARIES STAFF GUILD. 


HE Second Annual Meeting of the above Guild was held in the 
Central Library on Monday, 7th. October. 1912, at 9.30 p.m. 
The Minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, 
the Hon. Sec. presented his report of the year’s work, a brief resume of 
which is here given. The General Committee held five meetings for 
the consideration of those matters necessary to the welfare of the Guild. 
The Social Committee arranged four social gatherings, whilst the Sports 
Committee have been responsible for the various sports and games, 
including tennis, swimming and running, in which the Fulham staff 
are becoming highly proficient. The Fulham Lidraries Staff Journal 
has now reached its eighth number, and continues to be highly successful. 
In future it will be published bi-monthy. In addition to classes in 
French and Library Routine, the Guild held 14 educational meetings 
during last winter, at which various questions connected with library 
administrations were discussed. The election of officers and committee 
resulted in the following being appointed. President. Mr. W. S. C. Rae. 
Secretary and Treasurer, H. A. Sharp. Zditor, A. J. Haworth. Memébers, 
Misses Gilbert and Marchant. W. C. Spratt. The Guild inaugurated 
its winter’s work on October 21st (the third anniversary of the 
opening of the new Central Library) with a social gathering. Its 
educational activities are to include classes in Library Administration 
and Routine by Mr. Rae; Cataloguing by Mr. Sharp; elementary 
French by Miss Gilbert; intermediate French by Miss Marchant, and 
advanced French by Mr. Rae. 
H. A. S. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PARLIAMENTARY RETURN RELATING TO 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


To the Editor of Tue Liprary WorLD. 


_ Dear Sir,—The latest Return concerning Public Libraries, 
issued by the Government, has the added advantage over previous 
issues inasmuch as it bears a summary of totals, from which it is 
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possible to acquire a grasp of the work of these institutions without the 
labour of totaling page after page of statistical information. It is 
exactly a year ago that I addressed letters to the Home Office and the 
Local Government Board, calling attention to the need for some such 
summarised information, if the Return was to be of any immediate 
advantage to the legislators for whose use the paper was produced, and 
as one who found it a task to wade through the previous parliamentary 
papers, relating to Public Libraries, I should like to congratulate the 
L.G.B. on the production of the summary which accompanies the 
latest issue. 

Apart from the interesting particulars which you mentioned in 
your last number of the Zidrary World there are certain facts which 
may be of interest to your readers arising from a comparison of the 
Returns of 1890 and 1912. The astonishing progress of the Public 
Library movement during the twenty-two years which elapsed between 
the production of the two Returns should be brought to general notice. 

Taking two lines of comparison alone, é.¢., the number of books 
possessed by the Public Libraries, and the number of books issued 
from Public Libraries, we find that in the 1890 Return there 
were 3,035,856 books held by Public Libraries on behalf of the 
community, whereas in the 1912 Return the total stocks number 
10,995,115 or an increase of 7,959,259 ; and that the issues of books in 
1890 were 16,655,937 whilst in the year ended March rgr1, no less 
than 54,690,222 books were issued from Public Libraries, an increase 
on the year of the previous Return of 38,034,285 books issued. 


The following set of figures show the relative increases :— 


Stock of Books. Issues of Books. 
1890. 1912. 1890. 1912. 
England & Wales 2,838,001 9,414,829 15,542,723 48,828,831 
Scotland 165,621 1,352,123 825,583 4,877,789 
Ireland 32,234 228,163 287,631 983,602 
TOTALS 3,035,856 10,995,115 16,655,937 54,690,222 
INCREASES : 
England & Wales 6,576,828 32,286,108 
Scotland 1,185,502 4,052,206 
Ireland 195,929 695,971 
ToTats 7,958,259 38,034,285 


Apart entirely from the causes of progress in Public Library foundations, 
I feel that we may safely conclude that there is no waning of the 
influence of our common work, and even if mere recreative reading 
formed a very high percentage of our composite issue, on such a vast 
total as fifty-four-and-a-half millions circulation, in one year, the lower 
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percentage of really educational reading would make a total sufficiently 
large to silence the most hardened critics of the value of the Public 
Library to the nation. 

With apologies for the space I am taking up in your publication. 


Yours faithfully, 
Geo. Ep. RoEBuUCcK, 
October 315t, 1912. Librarian, Walthamstow. 


[The Newcastle Public Libraries, from which 601,817 volumes were 
issued in 1911, were accidentally omitted from our list of library 
systems issuing over 500,000 volumes. Newcastle should 
therefore be inserted in the list as No. 15.] 


“BRITISH LIBRARY ITINERARY.” 
To the Editor of Tue Liprary Wor Lp. 


Dear S1r,—I regret to find that you have not included the 
Rochdale Public Libraries in the Library Itinerary under the 
Manchester Centre in the current Library World. 1 believe you are 
aware that the Libraries have been recently reorganized, card charging 
installed, the Subject Classification adopted and class catalogue issued. 
Our stock contains collections on the textile industries, a large and 
important Lancashire library, including portraits and several hundred 
topographical views, a collection of Defoe’s works upon which Prof. 
Trent of the Columbia University, U.S.A., passed a very favourable 
opinion ona visit recently made to the library. I trust that the omission 
was an oversight, and no slight intended upon a library that has done, 
and continues to do, good work in the library field. 


Yours sincerely, 
Public Libraries, Rochdale. R. J. Gorpon. 


{[Mr. Brown writes to say that it would be impossible to notice all 
the libraries in Lancashire in a notice such as appeared in the 
October Library World. The purpose for which it was compiled 
makes se/ection absolutely necessary, and if there are any omissions 
of representative libraries, he would be glad to have a note of them. 
It is possible these notes may be issued as a separate pamphlet, and 
any important omission could be inserted when the series is 
completed.—£d. } 
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The British Museum Read- 
ing Room: A Handbook for 
Students. gth Series, 1898-1903, 12 vols., 

1s. net. Now Ready. 
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5s. net. Mow Ready. 


Engineering and Metallur- 
gical Books, 1907-1911. 


7s. 6d. net. Now Ready. 


Orrers TO: 
W. M., “Linrary Worip” Orrice. 


GRAFTON ®& Co., 
69, Gt. Russell St., W.C. 


TANTED. “THE LIBRARY WORLD.” Volume I. (1898-1899). 
Volume II. (1899-1900). Volume IV. (1901-1902). Write to 
The Manager, “Tur Linrary Wor Lp.” 


Messrs. GRAFTON & Co. will be glad to consider 
MSS. on Professional, Technical and General Subjects 
with a view to Publication. 
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Durodex 
The Ideal Library Cataloguing Card 


There is no better or cheaper ecard for librarv catalogues, vouchers or 
charging systems. ‘The * Durodex”’ is Libraco Ltd.'s latest production 


It is a solid card of extraordinary strength and toughness, hard roiled and 
with a fine writing surface. It is of medium thickness, especially suit 
able for easy public handling, and will withstand fora considerable period 
the inevitable wear to which all constantly used cards are 


The price of * Durodex” Cards of Standard Size 
(3-In. approximately) ts 


6s. 6d. per 1,000 


The ‘ Durodex is rapidly replacing other grades of cards, both 
and in commercial houses. It has recently been adopted by the 
Institute for a 40,000 catalogue. 


The Durodex Card can be supplied in 


White, Dh Salmon, Pink, 


Green, and three other colours 


Samples of “Durodex ” Cards and Nylo Tab 
Guides Hl be sent free upon applieation. 


Matt Surface Xylo Tab Guides 


An important Invention for Library Catalogues 


neveryv Catal 


Phe pr 


tten upon 


\vlo Tab Guides should be an Essential 


Feature in eve ry atalogu 


Price 8s. per 100 


in Standard size (3 appros 


rd Catal 


Libraco Ltd., 
62 Cannon Street, London, E.C. 


in Librartes 
Survevor 
| 
i 
| 
Sufhctent guide cards are a necessity They facilitate reterence 
| md save wear and tear on the cards ME jecting tab of the ordina ; 
| guide wears down and becomes quickly illegible and The Nvlo-Tab 
(suide pecially strenethened in the mest vulnerable part. the tal being 
} covered with xvlonite by a secret process Phe matt surtace especially 
, | suitable to be wri zzz, and writing mav be readily crased when necessary 
| | 
3.000 Of thes have been ordered for the 
new of the Survevor Institute 
| 
| 
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Realty Shertly. 


CARD CATALOGUE 


A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR PUBLE 
BY 

w. “BERWICK SAYERS 

JAMES DOUGLAS STEWART U4) 
Islington Public Author ol ogee.” 
to Uses of “The Hagia: of Becks.” 


This Manua! is a revision of the 
that have appeared in the “Libeary World.” with mich 
additional matter. Included also @re chapicrs on OF RIBR 


j 


Chapter I. 
it Cord Catalogee’ Fittings Vi ccheniam. 


Cacdes Ther an) 
Printed or Writtem Cards. 
Fit. Sabieet 


a 1x. Guiding aad. ard 
Miscellaneous Hints. 


avo, shout pagan with numerous 
and examphe.. Art Lines, Price 3s. net 


GRAFT ON & Co., Greate Street, wie. 
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A RECORD OF MODERN LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Subscribers who wish to complete their sets of 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


(The Independent Library Magazine) 


should do so at once, as a number of the volumes are 
rapidly becoming out of print. The increased prices of 
several of the volumes should be noted. 


LIST OF VOLUMES. 


BOUND IN CLOTH. LETTERED IN GOLD. 
Bound. Unbound. 


Vol. I. 1898-1899 Op. Op. 
1899-1900 O.p. op. 
» Tl. 1900-1901 (nearlyo.p.) 8/- 
1901-1902 Op. op. 
1902-1903 6/- 
1903-1904 6/- 
(| 1904-1905 Op. op. 
» WIL. 1905-1906 6/- 
» IX. 1906-1907 6/- 6/- 
1908-1909 (nearlyo.p.) 6/- 
» Xl. 1909-1910 6/- = 
» 1910-1911 6/- 


Indexes bound in with all volumes. 


The New Volume commenced with July. 
Issued Monthly, 6d. net. 
Annual Subscription, 7/0 post free. 


Specimen Copy sent post free on Application. 


GRAFTON & Co., 69, Great Russell Street, W.C. 


Printed by WiLL1aM Brown & Co., Ltd., 36-42, St. Mary Axe, Loudon, E.C., and Published by 
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